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Recognising London
The Centenary of London Grand Rank

The Formation of Grand Lodge

On 24" June 1717 four London Lodges met at the Goose and Gridiron Ale
House in St. Paul's Churchyard to form the Grand Lodge of England. Although
speculative lodges could be found in other parts of the country at this time, it
was London lodges that took the initiative to form a Grand Lodge, thereby
establishing the first governing body for freemasonry.

The jurisdiction of Grand Lodge was initially limited to lodges meeting within
the “Bills of Mortality”, an area within 10 miles of Charing Cross, but within a
few years the Grand Lodge had extended its authority to lodges in the rest of
England and Wales and abroad. Meetings of the Grand Lodge were always
held in London and travel conditions meant that London lodges and their
members tended to attend in greater numbers than their provincial
counterparts.

The Union

In 1751 a rival Grand Lodge was formed. This “Antients” or “Atholl” Grand
Lodge was also initially an organisation comprising London lodges, its first
meeting place being the Turk's Head Tavern in Greek Street. The Union of the
two Grand Lodges took place in 1813.

In the revised ‘Book of Constitutions’ published two years after the Union,
London lodges were defined as those meeting within 10 miles of Freemasons'
Hall. This could be seen as forward-looking, allowing the administration of
freemasonry to cope with the growth of London, but there was also a more
practical reason for adopting this definition: London lodges paid higher
subscriptions and this arrangement helped increase income.

The Provinces

As early as 1726, the Grand Master began to appoint Provincial Grand
Masters who enjoyed the full powers, status and regalia of a Grand Master
while in their province (though still subordinate to London). As more lodges
were established, provinces developed their administrative structure, leading
to the formation of the Provincial Grand Lodges as seen today. London
remained outside this system and continued to be directly administered by the
Grand Lodge itself.






